
Creating a great design is usually achieved with the proper balance of 
imagery and typography. These elements are then placed in a dynamic and 
appropriate composition along with strategic color choices and additional 
graphics supporting elements. In the past design has relied heavily on the 
imagery to carry the message, and typography was basically used as an 
afterthought or as purely informational in nature. 

Nowadays typography can be used with the same level and finesse of a 
great image. The type can actually become the image itself with creative 
placement, style choices and combinations, custom kerning, and innovative 
layout schemes. When used properly effective typography IS the design. 

Our next design project "series" will focus on various design compositions 
which will feature type as the main graphic element. By disciplining yourself 
to design creatively without the reliance on imagery will truly make you 
more aware and sensitive to type, as design, and not just as informational 
filler. This is a project which can make a very unique portfolio piece, and 
ease the concerns of any potential employer of your creative knowledge 
with typography.

     Design 1:  Illustrate a favorite song lyric with proper use of appropriate type styles, scale, color, and placement. Make sure 
the design fits the feel of the music chosen. Suggested size is 8 x 10" and no imagery.

Design 2: Text type as imagery. Using the "Area Type" tool you will be challenged to create a shape, relevant to your music 
with body type and then use that element within the overall design. Suggested size is 8 x 10" and 25% imagery can be 
used to compliment your design.

Design 3: Choose a quote or verse from your song and manipulate the letter forms to create a resonating design. The phrase 
should be approximately between 2-9 words and treated as one element. Suggested size is 5 x 7" and no imagery.

Design 4: Image to intensify the meaning of a word. Choose one word (from your song) and combine it with imagery to 
magnify and extend the meaning of the word. Suggested size is 5 x 7". Imagery should be 50-50 with the word.

Design 5: Use of images to represent a word or words. Images can be posed or composite to represent letters. Software 
techniques such as the "Paste into" command can allow you to collage imagery inside words. Be creative there is no type 
to be used, just images becoming type. Suggested size is 5 x 7"

Final Presentation: All 5 pieces are to "perfectly" mounted in a professional manner. Think of using unifying elements such 
as creative paper choices, matting and framing, or even a 3-D presentation ? 

Objectives 3 points each:
1. Understand the creative possibilities and choices of typography.
2. Design with typography as imagery.
3. Understand percentages of design elements. Such as "25% type to imagery".
4. Presentation and participation during final critique.
5. Final presentation, must be professional and mounted on heavy board, clean cuts, no bubbles (spray mount). Perfect.
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