
Instructor: Clay B. DuVal

Book Jacket Series

After viewing the handouts on (located on the drop off under book designs) Headlines and Hierarchy you learned about the many 
aspects of design. Using elements such as unifying graphics and varying typography.

Your assignment will be to design 2 book jackets with the same title, but to convey a different message with each one. Forinstance, you 
may do yours on urban art and your typestyles and imagery would illustrate the hard life and grittiness of the lifestyle. Then the other 
book (with the same title) you would convey the glory and beauty that comes from doing urban art and the rewards. This could be 
conveyed with differing typestyles and imagery. Also, using different compositions.

You will design the entire jacket for 2 books. This includes the spine and front and back designs. Also the wrap portion. You will also 
make a mock-up using two existing books and photograph them in a professional manner. I have some student examples to show 
you. 

The subject of your book series should  mean a subject which is of interest to you, so choose a topic for your designs which you are 
familiar and knowledgeable with.  

In order to get use to working on and within fixed time frames he is a schedule to work from tailored to work thoroughly on the 
project every step of the way, and meeting the critique deadline...

   

Objectives 3 points each:

1. Effective use and legibility of headlines and subheads. Including content, placement, scale, and type choice.

2. Unifying elements within the design series.  Designs should stand alone as well as create a series. 2 books total

3. Balance of imagery and typography between both book designs

4. Presentation and participation during final critique.

5. Final presentation, have final composite photograph of your mocked books and the 2-d flats all in one .pdf or pp

Nov. 1st • Visit your favorite bookstore and look for interesting book designs. Take  a sketch pad, look at tyoe and imagery. Have your 

                        ideas before next class.

Nov. 6th • Have your idea and design “vision”.  Review the handouts on the drop off drive under  BOOK DESIGN (Headlines &      

                        Hierarchy).  Choose your size based on which book(s)  you will mock up. Design the layout flat.

Nov. 8th • Adding elements to your design including imagery, headline type, subheads, and body copy. Unify both designs

Nov. 13th • Finalizing book mock ups and printing them out for your final photo shoot.

Nov. 15th • Final Critique, must have books mocked up and photographed. Show composite picture as well as full layouts
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Elements such as Headlines
Subheads, and Imagery

Elements such as Author Info.
Body Copy, UPC,
Publishers info.


